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Wyllyotts  Manor, 

Darkes  Lane, 

Potters  Bar. 

1st  September,  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

There  is  little  change  in  the  picture  given  by  the  Vital  Statistics 
— the  death  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year, 
but  I  think  this  has  little  significance.  The  notifications  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  and  Measles  were  again  high,  and  tables  have  been 
introduced  this  year  to  shew  the  variations  in  these  figures  during 
the  last  few  years.  There  were  7  notifications  of  food  poisoning — 
five  of  these  were  of  one  family  where  Staphylococcus  infection 
was  possibly  the  cause,  but  the  article  of  food  concerned  was  not 
traced.  The  other  two  persons  were  isolated  cases  suffering  from 
a  Salmonella  poisoning — probably  due  to  eating  insufficiently 
cooked  ducks’  eggs.  The  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  was  not  heavy. 

The  work  of  the  Department  is  again  presented  in  its  usual  form, 
and  although  readers  may  tend  to  accept  this  as  a  matter  of 
course,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Department  is  also 
responsible  for  Housing  Management.  The  complete  staff  only 
totals  six  persons,  of  whom  only  one  is  engaged  full-time  on  Public 
Health  duties. 

Mr.  Rooley  has  carried  out  his  multifarious  duties  with  his 
usual  zeal  and  efficiency — ably  seconded  by  Mr.  Rixson.  To  both 
my  grateful  thanks  are  due,  and  also  to  other  members  of  the 
Department. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  OUTRAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

Area  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  6,219  acres 


Population  (mid  1950)  . .  . .  . .  16,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  October,  1950)  5,028 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1951 )  ..  ..  £169,444 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1951)  £670 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 

population  . .  .  .  . .  . .  15.2 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  . .  15.8 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 

population  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8.4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  . .  11.6 

Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  . .  7.8 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  . .  . .  19.8 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  29.8 


Births 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

1950 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

116 

126 

242 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

123 

130 

253 

1 

1 

2 

Deaths — Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System  . . 

3 

0 

3 

Tuberculosis — other  forms  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer — all  forms  and  other  malignant 
neoplasms 

10 

18 

28 

Leukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

34 

16 

50 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems 

8 

10 

18 

Other  Circulatory  disease  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

/ 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

0 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

0 

1 

4 


Deaths,  continued 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

0 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

0 

3 

Other  accidents  . . 

0 

2 

2 

Suicide  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Other  causes 

3 

9 

12 

Totals  77 

64 

141 

Note. — No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  Diabetes,  Syphilitic 
Diseases,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever, 
Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria. 


The  following  tables  shew  details  of  statistics  for  the  years 
since  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1934. 

1.  Population,  Rateable  Value,  etc. 


Year 

Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

Rateable 
Value  at 

31st  March 

Population 

(mid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

£ 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

— 

— 

5720 

1934 

2900 

86,007 

8570 

1935 

3240 

97,399 

9390 

1936 

3592 

105,617 

10130 

1937 

4001 

117,166 

11160 

1938 

4392 

128,971 

12010 

1939 

4290 

140,208 

13090 

1940 

4429 

149,456 

13660 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429 

153,210 

14660 

1943 

4431 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4432 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

152,792 

15350 

1947 

4724 

157,834 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743 

16340 

1949 

5006 

163,376 

16540 

1950 

5028 

168,364 

16660 

1951  (Census) 

— 

169,444 

17163 

2./ 
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2.  Death  Rate,  Birth  Rate,  etc. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate 

1934 

8.1 

14.0 

56.0 

1935 

5.4 

14.2 

36.6 

1936 

9.5 

15.7 

37.7 

1937 

7.5 

17.7 

55.0 

1938 

6.6 

16.3 

46.0 

1939 

9.2 

17.8 

37.0 

1940 

10.4 

17.6 

33  0 

1941 

* 

* 

* 

1942 

9.9 

17.1 

23.9 

1943 

9.7 

17.4 

16.1 

1944 

8.9 

20.6 

30.8 

1945 

10.4 

15.4 

36.4 

1946 

8.7 

18.4 

14.1 

1947 

8.9 

19.0 

32.6 

1948 

7.8 

17.7 

6.9 

1949 

7.8 

15.3 

15.9 

1950 

8.4 

15.2 

19.8 

*  Figures  not  available. 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . .  M.  I.  Outram,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . .  J-  H.  Rooley,  M.R.San.L,  etc. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  . .  R.  W.  Rixson,  M.R.San.L, 

M.S.I.A. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

As  in  previous  years,  the  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  dealt 
with  at  one  of  the  E.M.S.  laboratories,  usually  Colindale  or  Hert¬ 


ford. 

The  specimens  e.xamined  were: 

Milk  Samples  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  119 

Swimming  Pool  Water  Samples  .  .  . .  . .  IG 

Ice  Cream  Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  185 

Watercourse  and/or  drainage  effluents  (bacteriological)  .  .  3 

„  „  „  „  (biological)  . .  7 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council,  and 
the  vehicles  which  serve  this  area  are  stationed  at  the  Fire  and 
Ambulance  Station  in  Mutton  Lane. 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Miss  Flower,  of  20,  Aberdale  Gardens;  Miss  Palmer,  of  1, 
Frowyke  Crescent,  South  Mimms;  Nurse  Price,  of  255,  Mutton 
Lane,  and  Nurse  Acason,  St.  Andrews,  Oakmere  Lane,  were  regi¬ 
stered  as  practising  nurses  and  midwives. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  two  clinics — one  at  the  Village  Hall,  High  Street, 
Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both 
these  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Area  Health  Committee 
and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and 
dental  services. 

(e)  Hospitals 

There  are  three  hospitals  within  the  district— the  Potters  Bar 
and  District  Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  the  Clare  Hall  Sanatorium 
at  South  Mimms,  and  the  Pawling  Home  for  Children  at  Kitts 
End.  They  are  controlled  by  the  North-west  Metropolitan  Group 
Management  Committee. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital 
are  normally  sent  to  Coppetts  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Water  Company, 
and  samples  from  the  district’s  mains  were  submitted  regularly 
for  examination  to  independent  analysts.  Sixty-two  samples  were 
examined  bacteriologically  and  32  chemically,  and  all  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition  1,266  bacteriological  samples  representative  of 
supply  were  examined  by  the  Company’s  Chemist,  and  of  these, 
1,252  or  98.9%  were  found  to  be  free  from  B.  Coli  in  100  m.l. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  that: 

“The  soil  and  surface  water  sewerage  systems  in  the  district 
have  proved  satisfactory  during  the  year.  No  incidents  of 
flooding  other  than  of  a  minor  nature  have  occurred,  due 
mainly  to  the  careful  maintenance  of  the  surface  water 
drainage  system  in  certain  areas.  Both  the  Potters  Bar  and 
South  Mimms  Disposal  Works  continue  to  function  satisfac¬ 
torily  in  spite  of  increased  flow  due  to  housing  development.’’ 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports: 

“The  Council’s  contract  with  their  existing  refuse  contractor 
terminated  in  March,  1950,  and  a  further  contract  was  entered 
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into  from  that  date  with  a  new  firm  of  refuse  contractors. 
Within  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  refuse  collection  has 
been  satisfactory  and  includes  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
from  main  business  and  shopping  areas. 

The  collection  of  salvage  discontinued  in  October,  1949, 
was  recommenced  in  May,  1950,  with  a  weekly  collection  from 
main  business  and  shopping  areas. 

The  scheme  for  kitchen  waste  collection  was  continued  and 
is  operating  reasonably  satisfactorily.” 

Factories  Act,  1937 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
particulars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
Extracts  from  the  report  are: 

(a)  Inspections 

28  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  52  premises  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  one  case  it  was  found  that  sanitary 
accommodation  was  insufficient,  and  this  was  increased  following 
informal  action. 

(b)  Outworkers 

77  premises  where  home-work  was  carried  on  were  notified  in 
Employers’  Lists  and  50  inspections  were  made. 

Section  D  —  Housing 

(See  Page  12  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.) 

Section  E  —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  Page  12  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.) 

Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1950  were: 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

44 

14 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

144 

1 

0 

Measles 

306 

3 

0 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

7 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

t» 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8 

6 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

I 

0 

Dysentery 

2 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

1 

0 

TOTALS 

523 

28 

0 

8 


No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever 
or  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  occurred. 

The  following  figures  shew  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
since  1934. 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1934 

35 

7 

0 

_ * 

_ * 

1935 

5 

12 

0 

_ ♦ 

_ * 

1936 

13 

5 

0 

_ * 

_ ♦ 

1937 

11 

6 

2 

_ ♦ 

_ * 

1938 

20 

4 

1 

_ * 

_ ♦ 

1939 

14 

7 

3 

1* 

3* 

1940 

21 

12 

0 

17* 

4* 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

0 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

306 

144 

*  Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  not  compulsory. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  service  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Area  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  although  the  staff  of  this  Council’s  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  assisted  at  clinics  held  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1-0 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15-25 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

2.5-35 

2 

2 _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3.5-45 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

45-55 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

55-65 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

over  65 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1950 

5 

6 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1949 

7 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 


The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
commencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table,  as  the  foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  transfers,  or  of  persons  cured. 


1950 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

Total  on  register 
at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year 

57 

61 

118 

9 

6 

15 

133 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year 

57 

58 

115 

9 

5 

14 

129 

ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  — 1950 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  ninth  Annual  Report  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
submitting  to  you.  The  year’s  work  shews  some  advance  when 
compared  with  previous  years,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  Rodent 
Control  and  Food  Hygiene. 

During  the  summer,  inspections  revealed  that  the  drainage 
effluent  from  Clare  Hall  Hospital  was  being  discharged,  untreated, 
into  a  watercourse  eventually  feeding  the  North  Mimms  Swallow 
Holes  which  in  turn  serve  the  Barnet  Water  Company’s  Pumping 
Station.  Exhaustive  investigations  were  carried  out  and  samples 
taken  shewed  that  Tubercle  bacilli  were  in  fact  present  in  the 
effluent.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  various  Authorities  con¬ 
sulted  were  unable  to  give  any  accurate  assessment  of  the  degree 
of  risk,  bearing  in  mind  the  dilution  taking  place  in  the  water¬ 
course  and  the  routine  treatment  carried  out  by  the  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  the  strongest  representations  were 
made  to  the  Hospital  Authorities  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
although  progress  in  remedial  measures  was  very  slow,  at  the  time 
of  writing  (July,  1951)  works  have  been  completed  which  will 
prevent  any  further  pollution. 

Once  more  several  septic  tanks  to  isolated  cottages  were  con¬ 
structed  and  appear  to  work  efficiently.  During  the  coming  year 
the  Council  is  to  consider  possible  schemes  for  Bentley  Heath 
Village. 

A  survey  of  Caravans  and  other  Moveable  Dwellings  was  carried 
out  during  the  year,  and  it  appears  that  these  dwellings  are  in¬ 
creasing.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  provision  of  a 
Council-owned  site,  properly  controlled  and  provided  with  all 
necessary  facilities,  offers  the  best  solution  to  the  problem,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  view  of  the  continued  shortage  of  normal  housing  accom¬ 
modation. 

Rehousing  work  decreased  considerably — only  27  new  Council 
houses  coming  into  occupation,  although  28  other  lettings  were 
made,  mainly  from  transfers. 

Various  duties  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  were  placed  on 
the  Council,  and  although  comparatively  little  time  was  devoted 
to  the  work  in  1950,  it  is  evident  that  the  organisation  of  Rest 
Centres,  Billeting,  and  the  Welfare  Services  generally  will  divert 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Public  Health  Department’s  energies 
from  normal  duties. 

In  conclusion  I  would  add  my  thanks  to  those  of  Dr.  Outram  to 
the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  unfailing  support  and  efficient 
service  throughout  the  year. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  ROOLEY. 
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HOUSING 

Dugdale  Hill  Estate  (172  houses)  was  completed  early  in  the 
year,  and  soon  afterwarcls  the  32  houses  at  Frowyke  Crescent  and 
Brookside  were  also  finished  and  occupied. 

In  the  summer  the  first  stage  of  building  on  the  Oakmere  Site 
was  commenced,  this  section  containing  24  houses  and  six  Aged 
Persons’  Bungalows. 

During  the  year  27  new  Council  houses  were  occupied  and  28 
other  changes  of  tenancy  occurred,  mainly  from  the  continued 
policy  of  transferring  families  from  small  to  larger  properties  as 
the  need  arose. 

The  Walk  Hostel  was  completed  as  a  Halfway  House  and  gave 
5  living  units.  In  all,  37  families  were  housed  at  the  Council’s 
four  Halfway  Houses  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
23  units  were  occupied. 

A  further  revision  of  the  waiting  list  was  carried  out,  and  the 
result  gave  a  waiting  list  of  395.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
this  had  grown  to  466,  to  which  should  be  added  56  applications 
for  Aged  Persons’  Cottages. 

The  normal  work  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  several  houses  were  dealt  with,  mainly  by 
service  of  Informal  Notices.  In  South  Mimms,  five  of  the  cottages 
(14,  16,  18,  92,  94  Blanche  Lane)  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report 
were  demolished,  and  two  of  the  Turnham  Cottages  were  closed 
for  habitation  and  converted  to  business  use.  The  scheme  of  re¬ 
conditioning  18/24  Blackhorse  Lane  was  also  completed. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  Report,  this  Council  is  no  longer  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms,  and  the 
sampling  programme  was  restricted  to  retail  distribution.  In  all, 
119  samples  were  taken,  of  which  only  one  was  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  there  were  9  Dealers’  and  8  Supplementary 
licences  in  force  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

The  Potters  Bar  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  continued  to 
function  throughout  the  year,  but  it  is  disappointing  to  record  that 
the  number  of  new  applications  for  membership  fell  considerably. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  37  traders  representing  approximately  35% 
of  all  food  traders  in  the  district  had  become  members  of  the 
Guild. 

In  addition  to  the  work  associated  with  the  Clean  Food  Guild 
the  routine  inspection  of  food  establishments  continued,  and  a 
total  of  551  inspections  and  reinspections  was  made  under  the 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  sanitary  improvements  effected 
to  food  premises  during  the  year: 

Number  of  Premises 


Hot  water  supplies  provided  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Lighting  improved  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  I 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  0 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  refaced  ..  ..  ..  14 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Lobbies  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ventilated  .  .  .  .  4 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  .  .  .  .  11 


In  addition  to  the  above,  improvements  were  effected  to  2 
mobile  food  vehicles. 


Education  in  food  hygiene  was  also  pursued  and  personal  contact 
with  food  handlers  and  managements  was  made  wherever  possible, 
and  several  talks  on  food  hygiene  were  given  to  local  organisations. 

Last  year  it  was  thought  it  might  be  possible  to  stage  the  Food 
Hygiene  Exhibition  during  1950,  but  unfortunately  the  lack  of 
suitable  accommodation  caused  much  delay,  and  the  Exhibition 
date  was  finally  arranged  for  July,  1951. 

(c)  Ice-Cream 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  and  retail  sale  of  ice-cream  and  a  further  31 
premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream.  Of  the 
3  manufacturers,  2  produced  a  “Heat-treated  mix’’  and  the  other 
“Complete  cold  mix’’. 

As  in  previous  years  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  in  the  district 
were  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colin- 
dale,  where  they  were  subjected  to  the  prescribed  Methylene  Blue 
Test.  This  test  places  ice-cream  into  4  grades  of  bacterial  cleanli¬ 
ness  as  follows: 


Time  taken  to  reduce 
Methylene  Blue 
4^  hours  or  more  . . 
— 4  hours 
— 2  hours 
0  hours 


Provisional  Grade 


3\ 

4/ 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  states  that  it  is  unwise  to 
pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological  result  of  any  one 
sample,  but  that  judgment  should  be  based  on  a  series  of  samples, 
and  suggests  that  50%  of  a  vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade 
1,  80%  into  Grades  1  and  2,  not  more  than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and 
none  into  Grade  4. 


13 


During  the  year  185  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
analysis. 

From  the  following  tables  of  results  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ice¬ 
cream  sold  within  the  district  was  manufactured  by  17  different 
manufacturers,  14  of  whom  were  outside  of  Potters  Bar: 


SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF  ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES 
TAKEN  SHEWING  VENDORS  AND  MANUFACTURERS 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

Vendor 

Manufacturer 

Gr.  1 

Gr.  2 

Gr.  3 

Gr.  4 

Totals 

1 

A 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2 

A 

4 

— 

- 

— 

4 

3 

A 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

4 

A 

4 

— 

_ 

- 

4 

5 

A 

4 

1 

- 

— 

5 

6 

A 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

7 

A 

4 

1 

- 

— 

5 

8 

A 

2 

2 

- 

— 

4 

9 

A 

4 

— 

- 

— 

4 

10 

A 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

3 

11 

J 

fA 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

i 

IE 

- 

2 

2 

2 

6 

12 

j 

1 

fA 

IN 

1 

1 

1 

: 

— 

1 

2 

13 

B 

4 

2 

3 

1 

10 

14 

B 

4 

4 

- 

- 

8 

fH 

B 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

15 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

I 

3 

1 

3 

7 

16 

D 

— 

3 

3 

2 

8 

17 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

6 

— 

1 

3 

10 

18 

N 

2 

1 

- 

_ 

3 

19 

C 

2 

3 

- 

- 

5 

fE 

- 

2 

- 

5 

7 

20 

U 

- 

— 

1 

- 

1 

G 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

2 

21 

IF 

1  J 

3 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

13 

22 

K 

2 

5 

1 

- 

8 

23 

fL 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1  M 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

24 

X 

3 

2 

- 

_ 

5 

25 

X 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

26 

X 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

27 

Y 

7 

2 

1 

- 

10 

28 

Z 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

92 

47 

24 

22 

185 

139  46 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  SHEWING  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS  ONLY 


Manufacturer 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Totals 

Gr.  1 

Gr.  2 

Gr.  3 

Gr.  4 

Local  Manufacturers 

X 

12 

5 

2 

1 

20 

Y 

7 

2 

1 

10 

Z 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

21 

8 

4 

1 

34 

Non-Local  Manufacturers 

A 

37 

11 

2 

_ 

50 

*B 

9 

6 

4 

1 

20 

C 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

5 

*D 

6 

3 

5 

5 

19 

♦E 

- 

5 

3 

7 

15 

F 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

G 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

H 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

*I 

3 

— 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

4 

4 

13 

K 

2 

5 

1 

_ 

8 

L 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

M 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

N 

3 

2 

- 

- 

5 

Totals 

92 

47 

24 

22 

185 

) 

1 

j 

139 

46 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Percentage  Results 

All  Manufacturers 
Grade  1 

Grade  2 
Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Local  Manufacturers  only 
Grade  1 

Grade  2 
Grade  3 


compared  with 

1949 

1950 

1949 

50%-! 

24%1 

^75% 

^64% 

••  25%  J 

40%  J 

13%] 

17%] 

^25% 

^36% 

12%J 

19%J 

..  62%] 

43%1 

^85% 

^73% 

23%  J 

30  %J 

12%  ] 

20%  1 

^27% 

3%J 

6.6%J 

185 

135 

Grade  4 

Total  Samples  taken 
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NOTES 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  50  more  samples 
of  ice-cream  were  taken  in  1950  than  in  1949.  This  was  because  a 
full  years’  programme  of  sampling  was  in  operation  during  1950. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  an  all-round  improvement  in  the  bacterial 
cleanliness  of  ice-cream  sold  within  the  district  was  effected  during 
the  year. 

More  than  80%  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  concerned 
the  product  of  the  5  manufacturers  marked  in  the  table  with  an 
asterisk,  and  as  a  result  of  repeated  unsatisfactory  samples  obtained 
the  Local  Authorities  concerned  with  the  supervision  of  4  of  them 
were  informed  and  asked  to  co-operate  by  offering  observations  on 
the  methods  of  production,  etc.  In  the  case  of  manufacturer  B, 
the  firm  was  approached  direct.  As  a  result  of  this  procedure 
subsequent  samples  of  those  marked  (B)  and  (I)  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  but  in  the  case  of  manufacturers  marked  (D)  and  (E) 
no  satisfactory  conclusions  were  reached,  but  the  sale  of  the  product 
manufactured  by  (E)  was  discontinued  by  2  vendors. 

In  the  case  of  manufacturer  (J)  it  was  thought  probable  that 
the  unsatisfactory  results  were  due  to  (a)  breakdown  of  the  con¬ 
servator  and  (b)  transport  of  the  ice-cream  from  factory  to  vendor’s 
shop  without  the  use  of  a  refrigerant. 

(d)  Unsound  Food 

The  table  below  shews  the  food  which  was  examined  and  found 
to  be  unfit  during  the  year. 


UNSOUND  FOOD— 1950 


Butchers’  Meat — Imported  Beef 


1331  lbs 
81  lbs. 
50j  lbs. 
141  lbs. 
35  lbs. 
66  lbs. 
115  tins 
21  tins 


Meat — Imported  Mutton 


Corned  Beef 
Corned  Mutton 
English  Beef 
Sheep,  Offal 

Tinned  Vegetables  and  Fruit 
Tinned  Meat  and  Fish 
Raw  Fish 
Sweets  . . 

Fresh  Vegetables 


40  lbs. 
421  lbs. 
19  “lbs. 

9  tins 


15  st.  2|  lbs. 
5  lbs. 

14  cwts. 


Dried  Milk 


Jams  and  Preserves 
Tinned  Ham 
Tinned  Milk 
Bacon 
Tea 


144  lbs 
4  “lb. 
40  lbs 
51  lbs. 
53  lbs. 


Apples  . . 
Sausage  Meat 
Bananas 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  1950 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  came  into  operation  on 
1st  April,  1950,  and  the  Council  decided  to  change  its  method  of 
charging  for  work  done  at  domestic  premises.  In  future  a  flat  rate 
of  2s.  6d.  per  dwelling  is  to  be  charged,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  action  will  encourage  more  householders  to  make  use  of  the 
service  offered.  Agricultural  properties  remain  a  difficult  problem, 
and  although  responsibility  for  these  has  been  transferred  to 
Local  Authorities  from  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committees,  it 
is  not  easy  to  apply  the  degree  of  inspection  required  to  keep  a 
close  control  over  any  infestation  which  may  occur. 

The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  during  1950: 


Number  of  complaints  received  and 

investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Number  of  surveys  and  inspections 
carried  out: 

(a)  by  Sanitary  Officers  .  .  .  .  252 

(b)  by  Rodent  Operative  . .  702 

Number  of  premises  treated  . .  .  .  84 

Number  of  premises  inspected  and 

found  to  be  not  infested  . .  . .  24 

Number  of  premises  where  disinfesta¬ 
tion  was  carried  out  by  occupiers  .  13 

Number  of  premises  where  disinfesta¬ 
tion  was  carried  out  by  Public 
Health  Dept,  (including  Council 
properties)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  71 


The  details  below  shew  the  types  of  infestation  dealt  with; 

RATS 

Chicken  house,  garages,  sheds,  gardens,  etc. 

Agricultural  land 
Sewers  . . 

Houses  . . 

Other  premises 
Refuse  Tip 
Sewage  Works 


42 

1 

1 

5 

5 

13 

4 


Total  ..  ..  71 


Houses  . . 

Hospitals 
Schools  . . 

Other  premises  . . 

Total  ..  ..  13 


MICE 

.  8 

.  2 

.  1 

.  2 
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DISINFECTIONS 


Disinfection  of  premises  and/or  effects  following  cases  of  In¬ 
fectious  Disease  was  carried  out  as  under: 


After  Scarlet  Fever 
After  Tuberculosis 
After  Poliomyelitis 
Miscellaneous  .  . 


43 

10 

11 

14 


In  addition  7  schools  were  disinfected  and  5  were  sprayed  with 
D.D.T.  as  precautionary  measures  against  the  spread  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis. 

Disinfestations 

The  following  disinfestations  were  done 

Bed  bug  infestation 
Furniture  Beetle  infestation 
Fleas  . . 

Ants 
Flies 
Lice 

Eight  wasps’  nests  were  destroyed. 

OTHER  SERVICES 
Vitamins  for  Children 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  act  as  a  distributing 
centre  for  fruit  juices,  vitamins,  etc.  The  distribution  of  supplies 
to  other  centres  from  bulk  stores  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 


3  premises 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 


TABLE  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


DURING'  THE  YEAR 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . .  912 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  . .  .  .  260 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  .  551 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  and 

Petroleum  Act  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  98 

Shops  Act  Inspections  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  36 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  88 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control  . .  .  .  262 

Administrative  visits  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  265 

Rehousing  visits,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  360 

Civil  Defence  visits  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Total  visits  and  inspections  . .  2853 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 
EFFECTED  DURING  1950 


Water  Supply  and  Fittings  Number  of  Premises 

Piped  main  supplies  provided  for  the  first  time  . .  . .  - 

Water  supplies  reinstated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Services  repaired,  renewed  or  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Storage  cisterns  repaired,  renewed,  cleansed  or  covered  . .  2 

Drainage 

Existing  premises  connected  to  L.A.  sewers  for  the  first 
time  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Existing  premises  provided  with  water-carriage  drainage 
system  to  septic  tanks  and  filters  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  improved  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Drains  unstopped  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  23 

Eaves,  gutters  and  down  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  un¬ 
stopped  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

New  W.C.’s  provided  or  substituted  for  earth  closets  . .  6 

W.C’s  repaired  or  renewed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Flushing  cisterns  and/or  flush  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  - 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  - 

Cleanliness  improved  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  or  Improvements 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  12 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  6 

Underfloor  ventilation,  provided  or  improved  .  .  . .  4 

External  brickwork  repaired,  rendered,  pointed,  etc.  . .  5 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  - 

Baths  provided  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  .  .  . .  14 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  11 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  17 

Stoves,  ranges  and  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . .  .  .  6 

Domestic  food  stores  provided  . .  . .  .  .  . .  - 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Domestic  Hot  Water  supplies  provided  .  .  . .  . .  5 

Staircase  handrails  provided  . .  .  .  . .  . .  - 

Lighting  and  ventilation  provided  or  improved  . .  . .  1 

Disinfestation — vermin  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Domestic  cleansing  enforced  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  remedied  . .  . .  3 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  or  rendered  innocuous  3 
Sundry  repairs  and  improvements  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 
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Food  Premises  Number  of  Premises 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  2 

Lighting  improved  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  6 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  refaced  . .  , .  . .  14 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired  , .  . .  . .  4 

Lobbies  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ventilated  . ,  . .  4 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  ..  ..  ..  11 

Vehicles  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

DETAILS  OF  FORMAL  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Informal  Notices 

were  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  86 

Number  of  premises  wherelimprovements  were  effected 

following  service  of  Informal  Notices  . .  . .  . .  92 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Statutory  Notices 

were  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected 

following  service  of  Statutory  Notices  . .  . .  . .  4 
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